Tips for educating your legislator


Visits to public officials

· Make an appointment ahead of time

· If you wish, take a friend with you who is familiar with the subject

· Be prepared and talk on only one or two issues

· Be on time

· Begin with a warm introduction

· Briefly and quickly share your first-hand knowledge for the needed change

· Leave written materials behind, if possible

· Offer to get more information, if needed

· Leave on a positive note to keep the door open for future contact

· Follow up with a thank you letter
Telephone calls to public officials

· Give your name and address

· Speak directly to the senator or delegate, if possible

· Mention your Virginia CURE membership

· Be brief and concise

· Focus on one issue

· Present your position

· Use bill number, if appropriate

· Be sure your message is understood

Personal letters to public officials

· Use correct form of address to elected officials: The Honorable full name, street address, city, and state— Dear Senator or Delegate (last name)
· Focus on one issue in the letter

· Briefly identify and describe your interest in the issue

· Use bill number, if appropriate

· Be positive and constructive

· Ask questions that require a response

· Enclose informational materials, if any

· If no reply, follow up with phone call

· Send cards or notes on special occasions to legislators and staff, i.e., birthdays

Note: In your contacts, state your membership in CURE. 
Essential points to remember

· Find out committee and subcommittee assignments of your senator and delegate.

· (Committees important to criminal justice issues are: House Appropriations; Senate Finance; House and Senate Courts of Justice; Militia, Police & Public Safety; Senate Rehabilitation and Social Services; and House Health, Welfare and Institutions.

· When writing to an elected official, make it a personal letter. Form letters do not get the legislator’s attention

· Share your experiences and reasons for concern

· Remember that your experiences are special
· Be positive—friendly—personal, and persistent!  
· Be patient, it takes time and effort to achieve results

Before the General Assembly session

· Visit your senator and delegate at their home office. They have more time to hear your concerns.

· Identify legislative priorities.

· Motivate your friends and family to make contact with their senator and delegate.

· Invite your senator and delegate to visit a prison with you.

· Invite your delegate and senator to lunch.

During the General Assembly session

· Identify legislation of importance to you.

· Follow that legislation through action of Subcommittee and Committee and contact your legislator at each step of its journey.

· Telephone contact is often necessary when legislation is moving fast.

· Attend subcommittee and committee meetings or contact committee staff.

· Join Virginia CURE’s Advocacy Day at the General Assembly  in January

· When legislation reaches the floor, call your senator or delegate to emphasize your position.

LEGISLATIVE INFORMATION SOURCES—For number and status of bills, and to be put on mailing/email lists: 804/698-1500 or toll free, 877/391-FACT;
During session —Constituent Viewpoint Line: 1-800/889-0229 

(Give name, address/zip code and message will be sent to your legislator(s);

Web site for complete legislative information: http://legis.state.va.us/
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